Any investigation into the influence of drugs upon morbid conditions is surrounded by difficulties, dependent partly upon the variability of these morbid conditions themselves, and partly upon the idiosyncrasies of the patients towards the drugs employed. In no disease is this seen more clearly than in small-pox, where, as a result of the natural variability of the disease?both in its severity and course?and as the result of the modifying influence of vaccination, the influence of treatment is exceedingly difficult to assess.
In unmodified small-pox, the course of the disease, as estimated by the development of the eruption, would seem to be tolerably uniform; while its severity, as estimated mainly by the 
